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meagrely represented in Colvin's collection of Stevenson's
correspondence; hence it is difficult to gauge the degree and
duration of his intimacy with Stevenson. But though they had
met at Mentone in 1874 and probably met often in Stevenson's
Savile Club days, it is likely that Lang's interest was first arrested
at this time, when he wrote enthusiastically to the author of
Treasure Island that, "except Tom Sawyer and the Odyssey, I never
liked any romance so much."

Henceforth Lang never allowed a new book of Stevenson's
to pass without notice from him, and the weight of his enormous
influence bore down the scales of popular opinion heavily in
Stevenson's favour. His good offices were also of direct service
to Stevenson in marketing his writings. Leslie Stephen had
resigned from the editorship of Cornhillin 1882, and was succeeded
by James Payn. If never a close friend, Payn knew Stevenson
and did not dislike him. But a change of policy was dictated
under the new editor. When Cornhill started under Thackeray,
the first issue sold the phenomenal number of 120,000 copies, but
under Stephen, the circulation steadily declined till it fell as low
as twelve thousand. The fault was not Stephen's, unless he is
accused of not having kept up with the changing taste of the
time; he maintained the magazine in the same style as when it
began, but the public changed. People now wanted the lightest
form of fiction, with gossiping articles about personalities or
trivial topics, lacking any pretensions to literary quality, such
as they found in the popular "family" magazines, illustrated
with process blocks. Payn assigned the decline of CoraM/raainly
to "the failure of the literary, and especially the classical, essay
to attract the public"; hence the services of the author of
Virginibus Pwrisque wore among the first to be dispensed with.

It happened fortunately that Stevenson suffered nothing
from the loss of this market. For one thing, Henley became
editor of Cassell's Magazine of Art, to which Stevenson contributed
such different papers as "By-ways of Book Illustration", a sketch
of San Francisco as "A Modern Cosmopolis", and, most important,
his "Note on Realism". But it happened also that Longman's
Magazine came into being in November, 1882, and^Laag was
employed as reader and literary adviser to the firm of Longman.